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James E. Butler, Jr. was born in 1951 in Atlanta, Georgia and grew up in 
DeKalb and Forsyth Counties. His father's family has been in Newton 
County since 18II; his mother's family hails from Catoosa County and 
Virginia. James E. Butler, Sr. was aU. S. Navy carrier fighter pilot during 
WWII and the Korean Conflict, retiring from the Naval Reserves as a 
Lt. Commander. 
Jim began writing for newspapers at age 15, and graduated from the 
University of Georgia' s School of Journalism in 1972. Mter college, he 
worked in the home construction business. 
In 1974, he received a full scholarship to attend the University of Georgia 
School of Law. Jim won both the first year and second year moot court 
competitions, his team won the Southern Moot Court Competition, and 
he was a member of the National Moot Court team. Jim was a member of 
the Georgia Law Review, and he graduated cum laude in 1977. 
Jim began the practice oflaw in Columbus, Georgia. In 1979, he started 
his own firm; in 1982, he opened an Atlanta office; and in 1988, he 
joined with fellow law school graduate, Joel Wooten, to form his current 
law firm. 
Butler, Wooten & Peak has built a national reputation in civil litigation, 
handling cases in 31 states and in most of Georgia's 159 counties. Jim has 
been active in bar activities, politics and charitable organizations 
including the University of Georgia. 
Jim is joined today by Kim Cofer Harris of Savannah, Georgia, also a law 
school graduate, and her daughter, Ava, and his children. Jim's son, 
James E . III- 'Jeb," and his wife, Anne live in Atlanta. Jeb is a magna 
cum laude graduate of this law school, and practices at his own firm in 
Atlanta, Butler-Tobin. Daughter Emily Butler Patteson and her husband, 
Justin, live in Atlanta, and in July, delivered into the world Jim's first 
grandchild- Catherine Patteson. Emily is an adviser to charitable 
foundations while Justin is a financial analyst and advisor. Daughter 
Catherine spent a career in politics in New York and Georgia, and is now 
pursuing a Master's degree at Georgia Tech. 
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